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6o Journal of American Folk-Lore. 



PROVERBS AND PHRASES. 

In the second volume of this Journal (1889, p. 153) attention was called 
to the opportunity existing for the collection of quaint and archaic phrases, 
and a number of such locutions were given. The following are additional 
instances for the most part collected in Massachusetts. 

To feel like a stewed witch. Said in the early morning, when one rises 
unrefreshed by the night's sleep. (Western U. S.) 

To feel like a stewed owl, or like a stewed monkey. More idiomatically, 
like a biled owl. 

There 's no more peace here than for a cat in hell without claws. (Ohio.) 

As Irish as Biddy Murphy's pig. 

Be a man, or a mouse, or a long-tailed rat. 

Strong enough to hold up an iron wedge. 

Strong enough to bear up an egg. Said of tea or vinegar, soup, or any- 
thing of the sort. 

God Almighty's overcoat wouldn't make him a vest. Said of a man 
who overestimates himself. 

Let them skin their own skunks. Said of any one who wishes to make a 
cat's paw of a person for his own disagreeable ends. 

As handy as a pocket in a shirt. 

Her tongue runs as if it were hung in the middle and waggled at both 
ends. 

I '11 do it in two shakes of a lamb's tail. 

It fits to a T. 

He 's crazy, jacket over coat 

You look as nice as a cotton hat. 

Sitting on an angle twinge. Equivalent to the following. What is the 
explanation ? 

Sitting on the anxious seat. This phrase no doubt came into common 
use from the seat reserved at a camp-meeting for those " under convic- 
tion." 

Don't try to come your damt Isaacs over me. That is, to pull the wool 
over my eyes. 

He 's got a gait like a pair of bars. 

Sitting on the little edge of nothing. 

A beauty, without paint or whitewash. 

As pat as a dough boy. (An old expression.) 

As pat as a match. 

That beats my wife's relations. That is, that beats all creation. 

To sit and suck your claws. That is, to do nothing. 

He does n't know enough to be assistant janitor to a corn crib. 

Of no more use than a spare pump in a corn crib. 

He does n't need it any more than a cow needs two tails. 



